He who walks in the midst of the Church Sermon # 291

He Who walks in the midst of the Church

Revelation 1:1-3 (NASB95) The Revelation of Jesus
Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-
servants, the things which must soon take place; and He
sent and communicated it by His angel to His bond-
servant John, who testified to the word of God and to the
testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.

Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of
the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it;
for the time is near.

- | Revelation 1:10-20 (NASB95) | was in the Spirit on the
4 | Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the
4 | sound of a trumpet, saying, “Write in a book what you
see, and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to
Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis
and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”

Then | turned to see the voice that was speaking with me.
And having turned | saw seven golden lampstands; and in
the middle of the lampstands | saw one like a son of man,
clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across
His chest with a golden sash. His head and His hair were
white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a
flame of fire.

His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been
3 | made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the
sound of many waters. In His right hand He held seven
stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged
sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its
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strength. When | saw Him, | fell at His feet like a dead
man.

And He placed His right hand on me, saying, “Do not be
afraid; | am the first and the last, and the living One; and |
was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and | have
the keys of death and of Hades.

“Therefore write the thi
the things which are, and the things which will take
place after these things. “* As f or t he
seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the
seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the
angels of the seven churches, and the seven
lampstands are the seven churches.

You need to know that Jesus Christ, the Anointed One
walks in the midst of His Church.

John saw Him.

He saw His power and great glory.

He observed His care and concern.

He was shaken by the feeling of the strength of His
hand and countenance.

He heard the intensity and power of His voice.

How often do you feel that you are walking alone?
You feel that you are unknown, inconspicuous, and
isolated.

You are not alone.
You may not feel that Christ is with you.
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You feel that way because of your sin.

You feel that way because you are spiritually cold.

You feel that way because too much of the world is in

your life.

You feel that God is not aware of what is happening.

You feel isolated and alone.

The events of your life are insignificant and hidden.
You may feel that the precepts and principles that you
live by are sufficient to carry you though.

You have a stronger moral fiber than those around you.

You were raised with a strong set of values.

You live in comfort.

Little that is lacking in your life.

You know love.

You enjoy life.

You have friends.

You live in comfort.

You are familiar with your surroundings.

You are not threatened by life's circumstances.

Others may not make it, but you will be strong.

In Revelation, John saw Christ is in the midst of the
Church.
John saw Jesus Christ is walking in the midst of the
SEVEN Candlesticks.
He is holding the seven stars in His hand.
John ¢$adyWhatisal | of t hi s t
“What does it mean?o
Hear the word of the Lord to the Church.
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#10

1 know.
v

Jesus says: i | am wal king in t
and have the angels of t
What is the significance of this?
What is the Lord saying?
He repeats the meaning of this to each of the seven
churches.
He says: "'l am in your midst and I know everything
about you."
The Lord Jesus Christ is in His Church.
He knows everything about the church.
This is awesome.
Christ knows all about your emotional state.
He knows all about your tribulations.
He knows all about your devotional life.
He knows all about your morality and integrity.
He knows every minute and secret activity.
He makes this clear to the entire church.
Look at the clarity with which He declares the strength
and the weaknesses of each of the seven churches.
He knows all of their trials.
He understands all of their joys.
He knows all of their pains.
He is familiar with their friends.
He has been walking in the midst of the Church.
He knows their doctrine.
He knows where they have been sleeping.
What does that mean?
He is going with you.

He is in your house with you.
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#10

He is on the job.
He is in your car with you.
He is at your table.
You cannot escape him.

Have you ever gone steady with some one?

Do you know what that implies?
Young people start a relationship by going steady.
You find someone you really like and decide they are
the ONE you will spend your time with.

Christ is saying: ""'you are mine and I am yours!"’
You will have no other.
| have claimed you.
Christ is telling the Church I am in the midst of you.
| am walking where you walk.
| am in on your conversations.
| am observing your moment-by-moment activity.

This is your comfort when you are doing right.
Are you glad that the Lord knows all about you?
This is your nightmare when sin is in your heart.
The Lord knows everything that is going on.
He can give the details that others guess.

You can take comfort in this when you are going
through the fiery trials.

He is with you when the rivers overflow.

He is with you when fiery trials are hurled at you.
Because He knows He is able to minister to you.

He can touch you where you hurt.
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#11

i
am

#12

He can heal your broken heart.

He can deliver your broken and bruised soul.

He knows what's going on in your life.
He wants you to know that He has the power to fix it for
you.
Hear his declaration:
Hesays: i Do not be afraid;
and the living One; and | was dead, and behold, | am
alive forevermore, and | have the keys of death and of
hell . 0

He who has conquered hell and death is in your midst.
He who is alive for evermore is in your midst.
He who is the First and the Last is in your midst.

Think about what this means in your situation.
You can trust Him.
You can rely on this.
The Lord is on constant vigil over His church.
He is ready to give you strong encouragement to live the
life and not be afraid

What is He saying to you?

Is He saying: 6traighten up your act?”
Is He saying: “Get back to the altar?”
Have you lost the fervency of your first love and faith?
Is He saying: “You are doing a good job in the midst of a
wicked world?”
In every church He is giving the same exhortation!
Repent and come back to me with a whole heart.
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#13

WHY is He saying that?
He has been walking in the midst of the Church.
He has been observing you 24 hours day.
He knows you.
He knows your heart and mind.
He knows your thoughts and words.
He knows your whole life.
He knows your temperament.
He knows you.
Now you have a choice to make.
Will you continue doing what you have been doing
without change?
Will you return to Him with a whole heart?
Will you make excuses for your life?
Will you be humbled by His care and serve the Lord
with fire in your love for Him?
God has set some precepts, (principles & laws) in place.
He says “you do this tRi
You repent and | will be there to help you.
Continue going away from me and you will lose what
you have.
Then, He reinforces this by letting you know that He is
there and will know what course of action you will take.
Consider what He wants to give you:

19 “To him who overcomes | will give some of the hidden

manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on
the stone a new name written which no one knows
except him who receives it."
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#14

1 To him who overcomes | will give power over the
nations: And he shall rule them
We shall rule and reign with Christ.

1 To him who overcomes they shall walk with me in
white: for they are worthy.
Think about this.
He who is holy is calling us worthy to walk with
Him.

y | 11 "He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments,

and | will not blot out his name from the Book of Life;
but | will confess his name before My Father and
before His angels.

1 “I also will keep you from the hour of temptation,”
This is good news both now and in the future.
He has the power to keep you.

8|91 "To him who overcomes | will grant to sit with Me on

My throne, as | also overcame and sat down with My
Father on His throne.”
Think about the pure delight of this.
He has laid this in our hands.
Christ is here right now to help you.
He who walks in the midst of the Church has spoken to
you.
All He wants from you is an undivided heart.
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