Sermon # 1007

Called into the Fellowship of His Son, Part 3
The Purpose of the Call
1 Corinthians 1:9 (NKJV) God is faithful, by whom you
were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
“You were called...”
You are called into the fellowship of God’s Son...
We have received the Call of God to fellowship Jesus
Christ our Lord.
We have briefly looked at the people of the call.
Now we want to look at the PURPOSE of the call.
There is a specific reason God calls you.
God, the Supreme Master and Creator wants to bring you
into the fellowship of the Son.
He wants to have a place of influence and power in your
life and heart.
He wants fellowship with you.
God wants a positive response from you.
You cannot remain impersonal and detached.

Do you know that you have been called into the
fellowship of the Lord Jesus Christ?
He has been reaching out to you.
He has made provision for you.
He is interested and involved in your life.
He is present for you.
What is your response going to be to His call?
You need to pay close attention to this.
Philippians 3:14 KJV | press toward the mark for the prize

= of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

God looks for that kind of response from us.
His intent is to bring us into the fellowship of His Son.
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Satan will do anything he can to prevent your fellowship
with Jesus Christ

There is a battle going on for your soul.

We are in a war zone for souls.

The God of eternity is reaching out you you.
It is just as real as it was when Jesus of Nazareth found
Zacchaeus in the sycamore tree.
Jesus wants to come to your house and abide.
God from eternity is close.
He is taking us in His stride.
He has caught up with you.
He wants to pull you alongside Him.
He wants to bring you into fellowship.
He is calling you into a place of fellowship with
Christ.
Do you believe that God wants to have fellowship with
you?
If you believe that, then you are going to have to make a
decision.
You are going to have to get involved personally with
Jesus.

God will not be satisfied with a passive response from
you.

He wants personal involvement.

He requires personal commitment.

Everyone God encounters must personally decide what

he or she would do.

God requires us to change position.

He anticipates a certain response.

God wants to draw us into fellowship.
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The God of Eternity wants to have personal contact
and fellowship with you.
Do you believe it?
God has had personal contact with many others before.

You are not the firstone God wants to meet with.

When men meet with God things must change.
Abraham was told to ""Get out of his home country"'

Genesis 12:1

He was to change his position.

It was a total change of life.

Isaiah was required to change his focus; from Uzziah and
an earthly kingdom to a heavenly kingdom.

He said "I saw the Lord, High and lifted up."

It changed everything to a heavenly position and focus.
Jacob was alone with God when he saw Jehovah at Bethel.

His position and character was changed.

Moses was alone with God when he heard the call at the
burning bush.

Moses was lifted to a new level with God and man.
Elijah was alone with God when he heard the still small
voice on Mt Horeb.

He met with the Living God.

God showed Elijah that He was greater than the wind,

earthquake, or fire.

Ezekiel was alone with God when he saw the "likeness of
the glory of the Lord" by the river Chebar. (Eze 1:1-14)

Ezekiel was overwhelmed by the whirlwind that came

out of the north.

Then a great cloud with a raging fire engulfing itself.

Then He saw a brightness radiating out of its midst like

the color of amber, out of the midst of the fire.
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Ezekiel 1:28-2:2 when | saw it, | fell on my face, and |
heard a voice of One speaking. And He said to me, “Son
of man, stand on your feet, and I will speak to you.” Then
the Spirit entered me when He spoke to me, and set me on
my feet; and | heard Him who spoke to me.

Daniel was alone with God when he saw the "Ancient of
Days".

John was alone with God on Patmos Island when he saw
the risen Christ.

Everything changes in the presence of the Lord God
Almighty.

If you listen and respond to this call you will have an
encounter with God.
When you have that encounter with God, there will
be a change of position.
You cannot remain the way you were found when
you came to God.
This fellowship with God's Son does not begin and end
where it finds you.
It progresses, and deepens.
It purifies and sanctifies.
It purges and builds.
It is continual and growing fellowship.
It extends throughout your life.
Every encounter with God implements a change of
position.
Fellowship with the Son involves continual change.
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This is a continual and constant progression in the
fellowship with Him.
This is the process of walking in His blessing and
favor.
You are in the fellowship of the Son.
The Spirit is drawing you closer.
The Holy Spirit will constantly conform and transform
you into Christ’s image and likeness.
Your position will constantly be in flux.
God the Holy Spirit is drawing you toward the Lord.
You can never really settle down and become
comfortable in your position.

Every individual that continued on with God had
continual progression and growth

Philippians 3:12-15 Paul said: "Not that | have already
attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that | may
lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of
me.

Brethren, |1 do not count myself to have apprehended; but
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind
and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, |
press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus.

Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind;
and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal
even this to you."

Many things had changed in his life but there was yet
much to change.

Paul knew that upward call of God in Christ Jesus would
require much change.
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Fellowship with Christ means very big changes in life.

The further you go on with God the more you will realize
that He requires a changed position.
You cannot walk into the Holy Place with Him without
change.
God is too holy for the baggage we carry in the world.
The call to fellowship Christ always changes us.
This comes as a crisis point to some people.
There is no way to prepare for what may happen and
what the Lord may do or require.
Until you get to the end of the road, the change will
continue, if you go on with Christ.
Often we think things are going great, until the Lord
comes by and challenges our position.
Let His glory pass by and you will change.

In Matthew 19:16-24 Jesus encountered a young rich
man.
Jesus Christ came into his life and challenged
everything he stood on.
He said he was a good man and that he obeyed all of the
law.
The Lord challenged all of the principles and foundation
of his life.
The man said he was a good man and obeyed all of the
commandments.
He went down the list of all the things he had done.

When Jesus demanded a change in his life, the young
man found it was too hard to change.
At that point the young man went away from the Lord.
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With the call comes a new position.
You will change your direction if you will fellowship
with Christ.
This is a difficult decision for many.
Sometimes the Lord comes by and we think it was just
someone else.
When Elijah came by and dropped his mantle on the
shoulder of Elisha, he knew it was the call of God..
He knew things had to change if he was to go on with
God.
He dropped everything he was doing and ran after the
man of God.
There was nothing that he possessed that was more
important than fellowship with God.

Elisha was willing to do anything to have that.

Elisha had a servant, Gehazi, that should have been next
in line for a position with God.
In 2 Kings 5, Naaman the leper came to the man of God
with gold and many gifts.
God worked a wonderful miracle of healing and
Naaman left completely healed.
Elisha refused to accept any of Naaman's gifts, but
Gehazi thought those things were to important to lose.
The scripture tells us that when he made that choice he
lost everything.
What lost what he could have had with God.
Any encounter with the Lord will involve a change of
position.
That encounter will challenge your very fiber and
character.
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It did with Abraham, Moses, David, Isaiah, the Apostles
and with Paul.

It will be like that until the end.

Your present position is not final.

The Lord is coming by and things are going to change.
If you are hearing the call of God there is going to be a
change in your life.

You will have to make some kind of decision.

The Father is calling you into the fellowship of Christ.
Do you hear the Holy Spirit calling you into
fellowship?

He is calling you to come aside.

He is calling you to the cleft of the Rock.
He will show you His glory

He is calling you to the Mount of His Fire.
He will call you aside and send you out.

He is calling you to Mount of His Glory.
He will reveal to you that He is high and lifted up and
the train of His robe fills the temple

He is calling you to the Mount of Transfiguration.
His face will shine as the sun, and his garments will
become white as the light.

He is calling you to fellowship
He wants to fellowship with you.
That very process is going to change everything in your
life.
You may walk down from the mount with your face
aglow with His glory.
A coal from off the altar of heaven may be placed on
your lips and your iniquities may be removed.
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You may be the next one to see the eternal resurrected
Christ in all His glory.
When He comes by things will change in your life.
They must change, because the Lord and Master has
passed by.
The King of Glory has passed by.
The widow of Nain received her dead son to life again.
Mary and Martha received Lazarus back from the dead.
The blind received sight.
The lame began to walk.
The lepers were cleansed.
The hopelessly bound were set free.
The crooked were made straight.
The oppressed were released.
Jesus came by and things were not the same.
The righteous were empowered and sent out.
The Church was filled and endued with power from on
High.
Their inner most beings were filled with a river that
bubbles up to new live.
God is not interested in just changing things.
The purpose and intent of God calling you is for
fellowship with Christ.
He wants to fellowship with His Church.
He wants to show you His glory and His self.
God has not called you out of the world just to make life
easier for you.
He has called you into the fellowship of His Son Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
He has called you to be a place for the presence of God.
The New Testament church is in existence for fellowship
with Christ.
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As soon as they lost the presence of God in their midst
they faded and went out of existence.
This is the reason the Lord has called you.
He wants to come down.
He wants to stay in our midst.
He wants to abide in you.
Every church that has grown cold and lost their love for
Jesus Christ has faded from the scene.
Look for the Seven churches in Asia.
They faded from view and failed because Christ was
forsaken.
Tradition, form, and ritual took the place of Christ.
What made Tabernacle and the Temple of the Old

2 | Testament powerful, holy, and glorious?

The building was splendid, but that was not what made
it holy and glorious.
It was not the ceremony or the ritual.
It wasn't the gold, silver or precious things.
It wasn't the sacrifices, Priestly duties, songs or
trumpets.
The Only thing that made the Tabernacle and the Temple
powerful, holy, and glorious was the presence of
Jehovah.
This is the purpose of our being
This is the reason for the call.
The only thing that makes the Church significant and
powerful is the presence of the Lord.
We really need to know the Lord is here.
This is a place for fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ.
This is holy ground.
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