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Redeeming the Lost Years

Joel 2:18-27 NIV Then the LORD will 
be jealous for his land and take pity 
on his people. The LORD will reply to 
them: ‘I am sending you grain, new 
wine and oil, enough to satisfy you 
fully; never again will I make you an 

object of scorn to the nations.  
 

 
Joel 2:18-27 NIV

‘I will drive the northern army far 
from you, pushing it into a parched 

and barren land, with its front 
columns going into the eastern sea 

and those in the rear into the 
western sea. And its stench will go 

up; its smell will rise.’  
 

 
Joel 2:18-27 NIV

Surely He has done great things. Be 
not afraid, O land; be glad and 

rejoice. Surely the LORD has done 
great things. Be not afraid, O wild 
animals, for the open pastures are 

becoming green. 

 
 

 
Joel 2:18-27 NIV

The trees are bearing their fruit; the 
fig tree and the vine yield their 

riches. Be glad, O people of Zion, 
rejoice in the LORD your God, for he 
has given you the autumn rains in 

righteousness. 

 
 

Joel 2:18-27 NIV

He sends you abundant showers, 
both autumn and spring rains, as 

before. The threshing floors will be 
filled with grain; the vats will 

overflow with new wine and oil. 

 
 

Joel 2:18-27 NIV

‘I will repay you for the years the 
locusts have eaten— the great 

locust and the young locust, the 
other locusts and the locust 

swarm— my great army that I sent 
among you. 

 
 

 
Joel 2:18-27 NIV

You will have plenty to eat, until 
you are full, and you will praise the 

name of the LORD your God, who 
has worked wonders for you; never 

again will my people be shamed. 

 
 

Joel 2:18-27 NIV

Then you will know that I am in 
Israel, that I am the LORD your God, 

and that there is no other; never 
again will my people be shamed.

 

Redeeming the Lost Years 

Joel 2:18-27 NIV Then the LORD will be jealous for his 

land and take pity on his people. The LORD will reply to 

them: „I am sending you grain, new wine and oil, 

enough to satisfy you fully; never again will I make you 

an object of scorn to the nations.  

„I will drive the northern army far from you, pushing it 

into a parched and barren land, with its front columns 

going into the eastern sea and those in the rear into the 

western sea. And its stench will go up; its smell will rise.‟  

Surely He has done great things. Be not afraid, O land; be 

glad and rejoice. Surely the LORD has done great things. 

Be not afraid, O wild animals, for the open pastures are 

becoming green.  

The trees are bearing their fruit; the fig tree and the vine 

yield their riches. Be glad, O people of Zion, rejoice in the 

LORD your God, for he has given you the autumn rains in 

righteousness.  

He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring 

rains, as before. The threshing floors will be filled with 

grain; the vats will overflow with new wine and oil.  

„I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten— 

the great locust and the young locust, the other locusts 

and the locust swarm— my great army that I sent among 

you.  

You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, and you 

will praise the name of the LORD your God, who has 

worked wonders for you; never again will my people be 

shamed.  

Then you will know that I am in Israel, that I am the 

LORD your God, and that there is no other; never again 

will my people be shamed. 
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Joel 2:25 NKJV 

“So I will restore to you the years 
that the swarming locust has eaten, 
The crawling locust, The consuming 
locust, And the chewing locust, My 
great army which I sent among you.

 
 

 

 
Most people experience periods 

of lost time and opportunity.

Joel tells of a time like 

that for Israel.

A devastating plague of locusts 
had stripped the land of food for 

man and beast.  
 

 

 

Joel 2:25 NKJV “So I will restore to you the years that 

the swarming locust has eaten, The crawling locust, The 

consuming locust, And the chewing locust, My great 

army which I sent among you. 

 

Most people experience periods of lost time and 

opportunity. 

 These are times without productive labor, or personal 

 increase. 

 They are times with little or no happiness or joy in the 

 heart. 

 Relationships that should have blossomed have faded, 

 failed, and died away. 

 Nothing of value was done for the kingdom of God. 

 They are lost years.  

Joel tells of a time like that for Israel. 

He speaks of wasted years. 

  Joel said: "the locust had eaten the years." 

 It was a national calamity.  

 It was spiritual desolation. 

 They felt destroyed. 

A devastating plague of locusts had stripped the land of 

food for man and beast.  

 This was followed by famine, poverty, and misery.  

 The situation called for a sure word from the Lord. 

 Joel was God's spokesman.  

 

Joel has been called "the prophet of consolation." 

This prophecy is found in three chapters. 

 

The first part (1:1-2:27) calls the nation to repentance and 

prayer. 
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“I will restore to you the years that 
the swarming locust has eaten” 

(Joel 2:25

 
 

 

 

 

 
WƻŜƭΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

everyone.

ÅTo Israel, God promises years of
plenty to redeem the lean years.

ÅTo us, God promises to redeem the
years we have lost if we will repent
of our sins and return to him.

 
 

 

 

 

 
Note the cause of lost years.

1. Years are lost because of fear 
and indecision.

 

The second part (2:28-3:21) gives God's promise to hear 

His people‟s cry, remove the cause of their suffering, and 

restore prosperity, and enrich them spiritually. 

Something got in and destroyed!!! 

The words of our text, ñI will restore to you the years 

that the swarming locust has eatenò (Joel 2:25), are a 

summary of what God was going to do. 

 The words look back to the national calamity. 

 Then they look forward to the time of revival and 

 restoration.  

 They look back at the loss and devastation. 

 Then they anticipate restoration and renewal. 

Joelôs words are relevant to everyone. 

¶ To Israel, God promises years of plenty to redeem 

the lean years.  

¶ To us, God promises to redeem the years we have 

lost, if we will repent of our sins and return to Him. 

Note the cause of lost years. 

 This is important to the people of Israel and it is 

 critical for us. 

First, Years are lost because of fear and indecision. 

 They are lost to God. 

 They are lost to His church.  

 They are lost personally.  

A mother of teenage children came down the aisle 

before a great Sunday morning congregation to confess 

Christ as her Savior.  

 Her husband who was not a Christian sat there and 

 admired her courage. 

 He said, ñI could never have the courage to do that 

 before all those people.ò 

He could, but he hasn't.  
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Note the cause of lost years.

1. Years are lost because of fear 
and indecision.

2. Years are lost because of 
complacency. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Note the cause of lost years.

1. Years are lost because of fear 
and indecision.

2. Years are lost because of 
complacency.

3. Years are lost because of self-
centeredness. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Romans 14:7 NIV

For none of us lives to himself alone 
and none of us dies to himself 

alone.

 
 

 

 
Note the cause of lost years.

4. Years are lost because people 
do not recognize what is 
important and what is 

unimportant in their lives. 

 
 

Second, Years are lost because of complacency.  

Three people attended the funeral of an 

eighty-four-year-old man who had no surviving 

relatives.  

 He had lived in his town thirty-five years. 

 He never started attending church. 

 He never developed lasting relationships. 

Three days before his death, he said, ñI always meant 

to go to church; I just put it off.ò 

 

Third, Years are lost because of self-centeredness. 

 Some people live only for themselves.  

 Nothing is done that does not revolve around self-

 interests. 

 Life is a circle that grows smaller and smaller.  

 There is no room for others in their lives. 

This violates one of life's fundamental laws.  

Paul expressed it this way: 

Romans 14:7 NIV For none of us lives to himself alone 

and none of us dies to himself alone. 

 

 You have to make room for others. 

 

Fourth, years are lost because people do not recognize 

what is important and what is unimportant in life.  

 There are some things that are not worth your time or 

 energy. 

 It is too easy to get tangled up in things that are of no 

 value. 

 

It reminds me of an old man that sat on the corner 

whittling on a stick. 
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Note the cause of lost years.

4. Years are lost because people 
do not recognize what is 
important and what is 
unimportant in their lives. 

5. Years are lost because people 
are spiritually immature.

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Note the cause of lost years.

4. Years are lost because people 
do not recognize what is 
important and what is 
unimportant in their lives. 

5. Years are lost because people 
are spiritually immature.

6. Years are lost because of sin.  
 

 Over the years a pile of wood chips gradually grew 

 around him. 

 He never carved anything of value. 

 He was just whittling. 

People often asked what he was making. 

 His only response was: “haven‟t got a clue.” 

 

You have to make up your mind to do something. 

 Stop putting off the things that are of real value. 

 Start making time for God. 

 Make time for your family. 

 Make time for your wife. 

 Make time for your husband. 

 The clock stops for no one. 

 

Fifth, Years are lost because people are spiritually 

immature. 

 If you are not careful you will fall into this trap.  

 It is easy to start playing at religion. 

 Serving God becomes a past time experience.  

 

Many people allow small things of no consequence to rob 

them of a relationship with God. 

 They are holding a grudge. 

 They are nursing an old wound.  

 They are out of church.  

 The details have been lost. 

 Those things lead to lost years. 

 

Sixth, this is the most tragic of all. 

Years are lost because of sin. 
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Note the Cost of lost years.

1. Lost years are costly to the 
lives of individuals.

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. E. Stanley Jones tells of a medical missionary who 

ran away with his secretary and deserted his wife and 

children.  

When urged to return to God and to his family, he 

replied, "I am called to organize another religion. 

I am looking for something that is less rigid - 

more liberal - more of the love of God."  

What he was really saying was he had wandered from 

God. 

Years later, as he lay dying, he said: "I'm an old 

prodigal that never returned"  

 

Sin had eaten up the years of his life. 

All of the good that he could have done was lost. 

 

Note the cost of lost years. 

 Lost years are costly. 

 The sin of Israel brought them into famine and  ruin.  

 Lost years are costly on every level, and in every 

 relationship. 

 

First, Lost years are costly to the lives of individuals. 

 Because of fear and indecision, some people lose their 

 souls and go down to a devil‟s hell. 

 Because of neglect, some people miss the blessings of 

 the fellowship of God‟s people. 

 Because of self-centeredness, some people miss the joy 

 of large horizons. 

  Their world shrinks until it hems them in.  

 Because of spiritual immaturity, some people's lives 

 are soured, misdirected, and permanently off-center.  
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Note the Cost of lost years.

1. Lost years are costly to the lives 
of individuals.

2. Lost years are costly to 
churches. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Note the Cost of lost years.

1. Lost years are costly to the lives 
of individuals.

2. Lost years are costly to 
churches. 

3. Lost years are costly to the 
cause of righteousness.

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a cure for lost years.

God says the lost years can 
be redeemed. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 An unforgiving spirit renders them unable to give or 

 receive forgiveness. 

 

Second, lost years are costly to churches.  

 The business of a church is too important. 

 We cannot afford to accommodate self-centered lives. 

 We cannot afford to indulge in personal grievances.  

 We cannot afford to remain spiritually immature. 

 We cannot indulge in lukewarm wanderings. 

Eternity is too long. 

 A single soul is too valuable. 

Everyone is valuable. 

 

Third, lost years are costly to the cause of righteousness. 

 Too many in church are indifferent. 

 After two thousand years, the world is still lost. 

 There are thousands of souls that have been lost that 

 cannot be recovered. 

 Their time has come and gone, and they are not saved. 

  No one took advantage of the time. 

 We have to take advantage of the days we have. 

  

There is a cure for lost years. 

God says the lost years can be redeemed.  

This is the promise of God! 

God said: ñI will restore to you the years the locust have 

eaten.ò 

 

How are we to make up for the lost years?  

 Only God can do this as we respond to Him through 

 faith. 

 We cannot do this without God‟s help. 
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2 Corinthians 5:15 (NKJV) 

άHe died for all, that those who live 
should live no longer for 

themselves, but for Him who died 
for them and rose again.”

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The cure for lost years is found 

when we return to God in sincere 
repentance, so that the years may 

be restored. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He is able to restore 
what has been lost.

 

In Acts 26, Paul describes his conversion experience. 

 He tells of the years that he wasted when he fought 

 against Christ and persecuted the church. 

 He tells how the Lord came down and saved him. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:15 (NKJV) ñHe died for all, that those 

who live should live no longer for themselves, but for 

Him who died for them and rose again.” 

Many people live for self. 

 Their life revolves around a small circle of what they 

 want. 

 Their only interest is what makes them  comfortable 

 or what feels good. 

 

Their life revolves around the wrong center.  

 Christ is the only true center for a life. 

When Jesus becomes Lord of your life, He becomes the 

center of your love and affection. 

 

The cure for lost years is found when we return to God 

in sincere repentance, so that the years may be restored.  

 If we truly repent, God will restore us. 

 Only God knows how to restore what has been  lost or 

 destroyed. 

 You need to fall on your knees and ask for forgiveness. 

  Repent and denounce your sinful life. 

  God is ready to restore. 

When you get ready... 

When you really get serious about this... 

When you turn it all over to God... 

He is able to restore what has been lost. 

 


