Ready Sermon # 1367

-Eternity is a REALITY

-Eternity is hinged upon:
JESUS COMING SOON!

JESUS IS COMING... SOON!
Are you ready?
You need to be ready!

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 NIV Listen, | tell you a mystery:

= | We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— in a

flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For
the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed.
Do you understand this?
There are some realities beyond what we see and know
right now.
Eternity is a reality that none of us will escape.
It is hard to understand the reality or the duration of
eternity.
We really know very little about it.
It feels like eternity when you are in a hurry and the
light is red.
Eternity is the time we wait for a baby to be born.
Eternity is how long an argument lasts.
What is eternity?
Eternity is hinged upon JESUS COMING SOON
The book of Acts gives an accurate account of His
ascension to the Father in heaven.
The disciples were standing their listening to His last
sermon, and then Jesus started ascending into the sky.
Eternity is hinged upon the fact that Jesus is coming
soon.
The angels said: “In the same manner you see Him go,
He is coming again.”
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#5

-Eternity is a REALITY
-Eternity is hinged upon:
JESUS COMING SOON!
‘We have focused on the
han the

present, rather tl
FUTURE

We have focused upon the present, rather than the
FUTURE
It is hard to get beyond the things that we see and
know right now.
We are all so bound by the things of this life.
We like the things that are around us.
We have become comfortable with them.
These things around us seem to be the only reality.
We know our car, address and phone number.
We are comfortable with these things.
They seem very real.
There is a reality that is greater than the present.
Jesus is coming soon.

FACT: JESUS PROMISED HE WOULD RETURN
John 14:1-4 NKJV “Let not your heart be troubled; you
believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house
are many mansions; if it were not so, | would have told
you. | go to prepare a place for you.

And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again
and receive you to Myself; that where | am, there you
may be also. And where | go you know, and the way you
know.”

Jesus said: “I will come again and take you to be with
Me.”

Hundreds of people witness His ascension.

Jesus is coming soon.
There are many who are not sure about His coming.
Peter warned about this time.
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He said people will say: “What happened to the promise
that Jesus is coming again? From before the times of our
ancestors, everything has remained the same since the
world was first created.” 2 Peter 3:4 (NLT)

Many are trying to figure out some alternative to the
promise that Jesus made.

We have not seen Him come?

They think that the Lord has forgotten the

appointment.
= .. |2 Peter 3:9-10 NKJV The Lord is not slack concerning
His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering
toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will
come as a thief in the night...

The Amplified Bible says: “The Lord does not delay and
is not tardy or slow about what He promises.”

#10
wrsiown | WHAT SHOULD OUR RESPONSE BE?

OUR RESPONSE
BE?

How should we respond?
What should we do?
Knowing that Jesus is going to return...

#11  |\WHAT SHOULD OUR RESPONSE BE?
g 1. Waitch

Matthew 24:36 NKJV “But of that day and hour no one

knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father

only.

Matthew 24:42-44 NKJV Watch therefore, for you do

not know what hour your Lord is coming.
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#12

A. OUR RESPONSE
1WATCH

itthew 24:42-44 NKJV
ow this,

#13

OUR RESPONSE
i

# But know this, that if the master of the house had
known what hour the thief would come, he would have
watched and not allowed his house to be broken into.
* Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.

Why?

“Because you do not know what hour your Lord is
coming”
Our Response
First, Is to Watch

Keep your attention focused.

Keep alert.
Second, Be Ready
Matthew 24:44 NKJV Therefore you also be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.

He will come when we do not expect Him.
This is all the more reason to be ready!

Mark 13:33 NKJV * Take heed, watch and pray; for
you do not know when the time is.

Mark 13:33 — “Take heed, watch and pray”
The NIV says: Mark 13:33 NIV Be on guard! Be alert!
You do not know when that time will come.

This requires a constant state of preparedness.
You do not know when that time will come.
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#14

Perhaps
today...

#15

WHAT ARE WE
GETTING
READY FOR?

B. GETTIN DY FOR
1. COMI
In M

B. GETTING READY FOR
1. COMING OF JESUS Matthew 24:44
2. RAP

There is very little time left.
We need to get ready.
The day is at hand.
Perhaps today...
Today could be the day we have been waiting for.
This is a critical hour.
This could be the time of our great and final
deliverance.
This could the moment we have expected.
This could be the final hour to get ready.

WHAT ARE WE GETTING READY FOR?
Many People don’t know what is about to happen.
They are not sure what is about to take place.

They know things cannot continue going as they are.

WHAT ARE WE GETTING READY FOR?
1. We are getting ready for the coming of Jesus

In Matthew 24:44 Jesus warned that His coming will like
a thief in the night.

Noah warned his generation.
He kept pleading with them to repent.
He kept telling them the time was short

WHAT ARE WE GETTING READY FOR?

1. We are getting ready for the coming of Jesus
2. We are getting ready for the rapture of believers.
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B.GE Y FOR
1.cor

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 NKJV * For the Lord Himself
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead
in Christ will rise first.

" Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
" |air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.™

Therefore comfort one another with these words.

The Lord Himself will descend with a Shout of victory.
He will come with the voice of the archangel.
He will descend with the sound of the trumpet of God.
Jesus will descend.
Believers will arise from their graves.
Those who are alive will be caught up together to meet
the Lord in the air.
These words bring comfort or fear?

If you are ready these are great words of comfort and
expectation.
== | WWHAT ARE WE GETTING READY FOR?

sssssssssssssssssss

First, We are getting ready for the coming of Jesus
Second, We are getting ready for the rapture of
believers.

Third, We are getting ready for the day of the Lord.

2 Peter 3:10 NKJV But the day of the Lord will come as
a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away

~ | with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent

heat: both the earth and the works that are in it will be
burned up.
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2 Peter 3:12 NKJV ** looking for and hastening the
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens
= |will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will
melt with fervent heat?

The Day of the Lord is a day of God’s judgment.
The elements of the world shall melt with a fervent heat.
This is what the coming of Jesus will lead to!

#22
e HOW DO WE GET READY?

GET READY?

How can you prepare yourself for this?

What can you do to be ready for the coming of the Lord?
What can you do to be ready to face eternity?

What does the Bible say about this?

#23 HOW DO WE GET READY?

e | First, we have to change our clothes.

Romans 13:12 NKJV The night is far spent, the day is at
hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and
let us put on the armor of light.

#24 Second, we must purify ourselves.

S 11 John 3:2-3 NKJV Beloved, now we are children of
God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be,
but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like
Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who
has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

“Everyone who has this hope in Christ purifies himself,
just as Christ is pure.”
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#25

HOW TO GET READY
1.CH THES

Third, Live in a relationship with Jesus Christ.

2 Peter 3:11-12 NKJV Therefore, since all these things
will be dissolved, looking for and hastening the coming
of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be
dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with
fervent heat?

Knowing that this is about to happen we must be diligent
to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless.

To get ready for the coming of the Lord you need to:
Change your clothes.
Put off the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light.
Purify ourselves
Start living more and more like Jesus
Live in a relationship with Jesus Christ
We need to live in a love relationship with the Lord.

Where do you belong?
Who do you belong to?
Where would you go?

Are you prepared for eternity?
Are you watching?

Are you ready?

What will you do?
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