
Conquering Joy Thieves  Sermon # 1601 
 

Page 1 of 10 

#1 

John 15:11 NKJV 
“These things I have spoken to you, 
that My joy may remain in you, and 

that your joy may be full. 

Conquering Joy Thieves

 

#2 

John 10:10 NKJV 
“The thief does not come except to steal, 
and to kill, and to destroy. I have come 

that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.”

 

Conquering Joy Thieves 

John 15:11 NKJV “These things I have spoken to you, 

that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may 

be full.”   
John 10:10 NKJV “The thief does not come except to 

steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they 

may have life, and that they may have it more 

abundantly.” 

God has made provision for each of us to live the 

abundant life. 
 The secret to the abundant life is to incorporate the 

 right spiritual ingredients into daily living. 

 To maintain the abundant life we must keep these 

 ingredients and not allow them to be stolen, killed, or 

 destroyed out of our lives. 

 To achieve this we must strongly hold on to the things 

 God has provided for us in Christ Jesus. 

Galatians 5:22 demonstrates the type of characteristics 

that comprise the ingredients of the abundant life. 
 We know these as the fruit of the Spirit. 

 The life of the Spirit naturally imparts this fruit into 

 our lives. 

 It is normal and natural for the born-again believer to 

 have this fruit. 

  When the fruit of the Spirit it is not evident in your 

   life something has robed you. 

  You are deprived of the essence and power of His  

  presence that is customary for the redeemed of the 

  Lord. 

You need to identify what has happened and learn how to 

overcome those things. 
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#3 

The right spiritual ingredients consist of love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 

meekness, and temperance. 
(Galatians 5:22)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#4 

Psalm 16:11 NKJV 
You will show me the path of life; In Your 
presence is fullness of joy; At Your right 

hand are pleasures forevermore.

 

#5 

Romans 15:13 NIV 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy 

and peace as you trust in him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of 

the Holy Spirit.

 

 

 

#6 

We can exist without the ingredients of the abundant life, 

but you cannot thrive without them. 
 
You cannot have Abundant Life without the characteristics of  
Abundant Life. 
The right spiritual ingredients consist of love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and 
temperance. (Galatians 5:22) 
 Three key ingredients that are typical of the Church are 

 love, joy, and peace. 

 

Throughout the Bible joy is consistently the mark of 

the individual believer and the corporate church. 
 That joy is a quality and not simply an emotion. 

 It is grounded upon God Himself and derived from 

 Him. 

 

Psalm 16:11 NKJV You will show me the path of life; In 

Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are 

pleasures forevermore. 

Romans 15:13 NIV May the God of hope fill you with all 

joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

This joy is characteristic 

of the Christian’s life on earth. 

 

1 Peter 1:8 NIV Though you have not seen him, you love 

him; and even though you do not see him now, you 

believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and 

glorious joy,  
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1 Peter 1:8 NIV 
Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; 
and even though you do not see Him now, you 

believe in Him and are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy

 

#7 

In the Old Testament joy is 
related to the life of Israel.

Joy was particularly expressed in 
terms of noisy, tumultuous, excitement 

at festivals, sacrifices, and 
coronations. 

 

 

 

 

#8 

Isaiah 49:13 NIV 
Shout for joy, O heavens; rejoice, O earth; 
burst into song, O mountains! For the Lord 
comforts His people and will have compassion 

on His afflicted ones.

 

 

#9 
Isaiah 61:10 NIV 

I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices 
in my God. For He has clothed me with 

garments of salvation and arrayed me in a 
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 

adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels.

 

 

 

#10 

Psalm 42:4 NIV 
These things I remember as I pour out my 
soul: how I used to go with the multitude, 

leading the procession to the house of God, 
with shouts of joy and thanksgiving among the 

festive throng.

 

In the Old Testament joy is related to the life of Israel.  
 Joy was particularly expressed in terms of noisy, 

 tumultuous, excitement at festivals, sacrifices, and 

 coronations.  
 Spontaneous joy is a prevailing feature of the Psalms. 

 It is the mark of personal and corporate worship. 

Isaiah associated joy with the fullness of God’s 

salvation. 
Isaiah 49:13 NIV Shout for joy, O heavens; rejoice, O 

earth; burst into song, O mountains! For the Lord 

comforts his people and will have compassion on his 

afflicted ones. 

Isaiah 61:10 NIV I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul 

rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments 

of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as 

a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride 

adorns herself with her jewels. 

 

Joy is a natural characteristic of the people of God. 
Joy is both an expression and a characteristic of life. 

 The people of God were filled with joy because the 

 Lord comforted His people. 

 Consider their rejoicing and singing to the Lord. 

 

Psalm 42:4 NIV These things I remember as I pour out 

my soul: how I used to go with the multitude, leading the 

procession to the house of God, with shouts of joy and 
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thanksgiving among the festive throng. 

 Often we read of the people singing, shouting, and 

 dancing with joyful songs, (1 Samuel 18:6). 

 

#11 
In the New Testament Joy is 
related to every aspect of the

Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Christ

Luke 2:10
Luke 19:37

Matthew 28:8
John 15:11
Acts 8:8
Acts 15:3

2 Corinthians 6:10 
Hebrews 10:34

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#12 

In the New Testament, Joy is related to every aspect of the 
Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Christ. 
ü In Luke 2:10 joy was connected with the 

announcement of the birth of the Savior. 

ü It was expressed at the triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 

ü Luke 19:37 NIV When he came near the place where 

the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole 

crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud 

voices for all the miracles they had seen: 

ü Matthew 28:8, That joy continued after the resurrection 

ü John 15:11, Jesus wanted his disciples to continue in 

His joy, and he wanted their joy to be full 

ü In Acts, joy marked the life of the early church. 

ü It accompanied the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

ü Acts 8:8, After miracles were performed, everyone was 

filled with joy 

ü Acts 15:3, When Gentiles were converted everyone 

was filled with joy 

ü Their joy was so dynamic that suffering and sorrow did 

not take away their joy, (2 Corinthians 6:10; Hebrews 

10:34). 

Throughout the Bible, joy arises above circumstances and 

focuses the character of God.  
 

Something is terribly wrong when we have lost our joy. 
You can see this in the history of man.  
Luke 6:43-45 NIV “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does 
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Something is terribly wrong 
when we have lost our joy

Luke 6:43-45 NIV 
“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad 

tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognized by its 
own fruit. People do not pick figs from 

thornbushes, or grapes from briers. The good man 
brings good things out of the good stored up in 
his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out 
of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the 

overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.”

 

a bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognized by its 

own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or 

grapes from briers. The good man brings good things out 

of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings  

 

 

#13 
Fruit bearing is a natural thing

Fruit does not come about 
by a conscience effort

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#14 
Robert Reed said:

http://www.maxlucado.com/read/where.do.i.go/index3.html

 

evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of 

the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.” 

 

Fruit bearing is a natural thing. 

The fruit does not come about by a conscience effort. 

 We don’t decide to have joy today. 

 It is an offspring of surrendering our life totally to 

 God’s Spirit.  

 

Fruit is a matter of what or who is controlling the inside. 

 If you are filled with anger, then anger controls your

 life. 

 If you are filled with greed, then greed dominates your 

 life. 

 If you are filled with lust, then lust governs your life. 

 If you are filled with love, then love influences all you

 do. 

If you are filled with the Holy Spirit, you will be led by 

and controlled by the Spirit. 

 It is "control by consent.ò 

 

Robert Reed said: ñI have everything I need for joy!ò 
His hands are twisted and his feet are useless. He can’t 

bathe himself. He can’t feed himself. He can’t brush his 

teeth, comb his hair, or put on his underwear. Strips of 

Velcro hold his shirts together. His speech drags like a 

worn out audiocassette. Robert has cerebral palsy. 
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The disease keeps him from driving a car, riding a bike, 

and going for a walk. But it didn’t keep him from 

graduating from high school or attending Abilene 

Christian University, from which he graduated with a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#15 

degree in Latin. Having cerebral palsy didn’t keep him 

from teaching at St. Louis Junior College or from 

venturing overseas on five mission trips. 

Robert’s disease didn’t prevent him from becoming a 

missionary in Portugal. He moved to Lisbon, alone, in 

1972. There he rented a hotel room and began studying 

Portuguese. He found a restaurant owner who would feed 

him after the rush hour and a tutor who would instruct 

him in the language. 

Then he stationed himself daily in a park, where he 

distributed brochures about Christ. Within six years he led 

seventy people to the Lord, one of whom became his 

wife, Rosa. 

Max Lucado wrote: “I heard Robert speak recently. I 

watched other men carry him in his wheelchair onto the 

platform. I watched them lay a Bible in his lap. I watched 

his stiff fingers force open the pages. And I watched 

people in the audience wipe away tears of admiration 

from their faces. Robert could have asked for sympathy or 

pity, but he did just the opposite. He held his bent hand up 

in the air and boasted, “I have everything I need for joy.” 

His shirts are held together by Velcro, but his life is held 

together by joy.    
SOURCE: Max Lucado. 

http://www.maxlucado.com/read/where.do.i.go/index3.html 

 
 The first joy thief is the lack of  assurance that your name is 

http://www.maxlucado.com/read/where.do.i.go/index3.html
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The first joy thief is the lack of assurance that your 
name is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life

Luke 10:20 NIV “
However, do not rejoice that the spirits 

submit to you, but rejoice that your names 
are written in heaven.”

 

written in the Lamb’s Book of Life  
Luke 10:20 NIV “However, do not rejoice that the spirits 

submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in 

heaven.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#16 

Psalm 30:5 NKJV 
Weeping may endure for a night, 
But joy comes in the morning.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This rejoicing does not start when we all get to heaven. 
True joy begins when you know that your sins have been 

covered by the blood of Jesus Christ  

You need to live in the assurance that everything is 

 right between you and your Lord. 

Do you know that you are saved? 

 If you don’t know for sure, you need to bring all of 

 your sin to Jesus. 

 You need to lay it all down. 

 You need to find in Him cleansing and forgiveness. 

 You need to let Him fill you with His Holy Spirit. 

He will give you joy. 

Lift your hands and thank God for His saving grace. 

Praise His Name for true joy. 
 
The second joy thief is the lack of trusting God to take you 
through. 
Psalm 30:5 “Weeping may endure for a night, But joy 

comes in the morning.”   

 The world may be falling apart around you, but you 

 still take joy in the God of your salvation. 

 Trials, tribulations, suffering, and sacrifice will come 

 to all of us. 

 Here is the good news, they will also go. 

Paul knew the secret about joy. 
He had faced all kinds of situations and circumstances in 

life. 
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#17 
2 Corinthians 7:4 (NKJV) “I am exceedingly 

joyful in all our tribulation.

2 Corinthians 7:4 (NRSV) “I am overjoyed in 
all our affliction.”

Acts 20:24 “None of these things move me… 
so that I might finish my course with joy.”

 

He knew that he could continue to rejoice regardless of 

his situation. 

2 Corinthians 7:4 (NKJV) “I am exceedingly joyful in all 

our tribulation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#18 

When trouble comes you have to 
know that God has not failed you

 

2 Corinthians 7:4 (NRSV) “I am overjoyed in all our 

affliction.” 

Acts 20:24 “None of these things move me… so that I 

might finish my course with joy.” 

 

Paul could have given up in any one of his situations. 

 He didnôt quit. 

 He kept on going with the joy of the Lord as his 

 strength. 

 

How can you keep joy when trouble comes knocking? 

How can you keep joy when pain moves in? 

How can you keep joy when tribulation hits you? 

Paul chose to look past the things that were happening 

to him. 

He was looking at the prize that was coming. 
 
The third joy thief is listening to an evil report . 
When trouble comes, you have to know that God has not 
failed you. 

Have you ever been deflated by an evil report? 

Maybe it was gossip. 

It may have been non-constructive criticism. 

It may have been someone’s attempt to help you improve 

your life. 
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Whatever it was, it dug in, and your joy was gone.  

 

You need to pay attention to the power of your thoughts 

and the things that come out of your mouth. 

 He said affliction, distress, and oppression such as we 

 have never seen would come. 

 

 

 
Keep your focus on the joy that the 

Lord has laid before us.

Even when trouble and tribulation 
increase we must stay focused on the 

joy that is before us

 

Trouble is going to come in this evil world. 

 Satan is going to do everything in his power to kill, 

 steal and destroy. 

Keep your focus on the joy that the Lord has laid before 

us. 

 Even when trouble and tribulation increase we must 

 stay focused on the joy that is before us. 

 

 You need to be made strong in the power of the Lord. 

 You need to resist the devil. 

 You need to take a positive stand in the Lord Jesus 

 Christ. 

 

How can we defeat the joy thieves?  

 Lift up your eyes and know that Jesus is at the door. 

 Don’t lose heart and faint. 

 Jesus is coming to your aid. 

 Keep holding on. 

 Keep the faith. 

The battle may get hotter… but the reward is coming. 

 Through Christ Jesus my Lord we will win. 

 It is almost over.   

 Victory is ours! 
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