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Your Position, Part 13 -  
You are in a position of power. 

Matthew 5:13-16 (NRSV) ñYou are the salt of the earth; 
but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown 
out and trampled under foot. ñYou are the light of the 
world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after 
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven.  
 
Matthew 16:18-19 (NLT) Now I say to you that you are 
Peter (which means órockô), and upon this rock I will 
build my church, and all the powers of hell will not 
conquer it. And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Whatever you forbid on earth will be 
forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on earth 
will be permitted in heaven.ò 
 
The Message Bible says: ñI will put together my church, 
a church so expansive with energy that not even the 
gates of hell will be able to keep it outò  

 
The Lordôs opinion of His Church is obvious. 

From the Lordôs point of view, the Church would be 
mighty, powerful, and impactful in this world. 

We need to see the Church from His point of view. 
From His point of view, the Church would have a 
dramatic impact on the darkness and evil of the world. 
From His point of view, the Church would have 
expansive energy. 

That means ever increasing energy. 
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salt and light in the world.

The Church is the force in society that 
strongly influences and retards moral decay. 

Jesus said: ñI will build My churchò 

From that point of origin, the real church arises to 

become a mighty influence in the world.    

The Lordôs Church would be the salt and light in the 

world. 
We are birthed, placed, and empowered to impact the 

darkness in this world. 

The very essence or nature of salt and light impact 

everything they come into contact with. 

Throughout history salt has had a high value because of 

it preservative properties as well as its flavoring 

qualities. 

Jesus told his disciples they were extremely valuable to 

the world. 

The Church is the force in society that strongly 

influences and retards moral decay. 
When the Church does its job, the world will be 

changed. 

 

We can expect the world to act like the world until the 

Church makes a difference. 
The world will continue to be morally corrupted, until 

the church becomes salty and filled with light. 

When the Church loses its saltiness it becomes useless. 

Jesus said: ñif salt has lost its taste, how can its 

saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 

anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.ò 

The world cannot appreciate the influence of the church 

until the church becomes totally ineffective. 
It is at that point that evil and moral decline takes over. 
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From our Lordôs point of view, the Church would be so 
powerful and expansive that the greatest powers of hell 
could not  withstand or hold it back.    
 
We need to see the Lordôs commitment to the success 
and excellence of the Church. 
 
He has invested everything that is within Him for the 
Church to be powerful, successful, and excellent. 

He has given His body, blood, and His Name. 
He has given His Spirit, power, and anointing. 
He has given grace, forgiveness, and new life. 
He has conquered our foes, and sin. 
He has provided a secure future, and heaven. 
He has guaranteed that all things will work together for 
our good. 

If God is for us, who can be against us. 
 

It appears from the context of Godôs Word, the Church 
would be consistently, effectively, efficiently progressing 
forward. 

What is wrong? 
What is wrong when the light does not shine? 
What is wrong when the salt has lost its flavor? 
What is wrong when the Church is not conquering 
territory and victories are not gained? 
What is wrong when the moral fiber of the world around 
us continues to slip and degrade? 

Questions begin to arise that are hard to answer. 
How can salt lose saltiness? 

What is light when it stops shining? 
What is power when it is not revealed? 

Where do we look when the church becomes  
less than what Christ has planned, and provided? 
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What is it that makes the Church a mighty influence in 
the world?    
God intends the church to be different and make a 
difference in this present world. 
The church has never succeeded as a political force. 

To have an influence on the world, the Church must be 
everything that God planned. 
We must constantly and consistently be everything He 
intended. 
Our goal is to be what He has planned. 

So, what constitutes and defines the Church? 
Nothing He has planned can be omitted. 

The Church was brought into existence by the radical 
life changing force of the New Birth, and the Baptism in 
the Holy Spirit.  
We can never demonstrate the true character of Godôs 
Church without the Spirit of Christ radically changing 
us. 
The Church cannot arise to the influence, power, or 
authority that God intended by doctrine, creed, or 
policy. 
It cannot become a moral or social altering force by 
mental manipulation or political ascendency. 
Positive thinking or confession alone cannot make the 
impact on society that will change moral fiber. 
There is no substitution for the Holy Spirit within us. 

 
Individually, every person within the Church must have 
a dynamic transformation. 
 This is the work of the Holy Spirit  that has been sent. 

We need a new mind; the mind of Christ must be in us. 
We need a new life; we must be born again.  
We need a new spirit, the Holy Spirit must abide within 
us. 
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How does God build ?

He builds with power
He uses all of His wisdom and 

knowledge  
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The Prodigal was driven away and 
enticed by his own lust and evil 

heart.

Jesus did not indicate any failure 
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planning, provision, or training. 

 We need the same power within us that was in Christ 
 Jesus. 
 When the church is filled with that power, we will 
 impact the world  
We need to revisit the Lordôs words:  
ñI will build my Church and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.ò  
 
The Message Bible says: ñI will put together my church, 
a church so expansive with energy that not even the 
gates of hell will be able to keep it outò  

Consider Godôs ability to put things together. 
How does God build? 

How does God build His Church? 
His power is not decreased.  
He builds with power. 
He uses all of His wisdom and knowledge. 
  His wisdom has not diminished. 
  His knowledge has not degraded. 
  His understanding has not failed. 
  His might has not weakened. 

If there is weakness in the Church, it is due to our 
failure to comply with, and abide in His gift, grace, and 
favor. 
 He said: ñI will put together my church, a church so 
 expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell 
 will be able to keep it out.ò 
 

What happened with the Prodigal Son? 
You cannot find fault in his father. 

The Prodigal was driven away and enticed by his own 
lust and evil heart. 

Jesus did not indicate any failure in the Fatherôs gift, 
offering, planning, provision, or training. 
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Initially 

the 
church 

was swept 
into 

existence 
by the 

power of 
the Holy 
Spirit

By the end of the first 
century the church was 

experiencing challenges that 
negatively impacted her 
influence in the world  

All of the failure was in the weakness and lack of 
commitment of the Prodigal Son. 

God has made available all of the riches of the glory and 
grace of God in Christ Jesus. 

When the prodigal returned he found that the grace, 
favor, riches, power, and supply of the father had not 
been diminished or depleted. 

All of his riotous living had not changed things. 
God is still a holy, powerful, and awesome God. 

 
What needs to happen to the Church? 

By the end of the first century, the church was 
experiencing challenges that were negatively impacting 
her influence in the world. 
 These same things are revealed within the broader 
 church body today. 
 Much of the Church is not demonstrating the power 
 that turns the world upside down. 
Initially, the church was swept into existence in the 
power of the Holy Spirit that fell on them at Pentecost. 
 They were all in one place, in one mind, in one 
 accord, when the Holy Spirit descended upon them, 
 with a sound of a rushing mighty wind. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, the Church was 
dramatically brought into existence. 

Social barriers were broken down. 
Humanistic selfishness was overwhelmed by a 
common spirit of love and acceptance. 
The church ministered to one another under the control 
of the Spirit and mind of Christ. 

 The power of the risen Christ was revealed within the 
 people of the church. 
 Lives were changed and the world was impacted. 
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Romans 12:16
1 Corinthians 1:9- 10

Philippians 2:5  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the atmosphere of Godôs presence and church unity; 
signs, wonders, and miracles were commonly witnessed. 

They turned their world upside down. 
The gospel was preached around the known world. 
Thousands of people were added to the church daily. 

 
Gradually division, strife, and discord began creeping 
into the organized church. 

By the time of the writing of the Epistles, errors within 
the church had to be addressed. 
Their first love was growing cold. 
Selfish behaviors and pride was destroying their unity. 

 
The Apostles and the Holy Spirit called the Church to 
return. 

This is the message to the Prodigal Church. 
Romans 12:16 (NIV) Live in harmony with one another. 
Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people 
of low position. Do not be conceited.  
1 Corinthians 1:9-10 (NCV) God, who has called you 
into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, is 
faithful. I beg you, brothers and sisters, by the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ that all of you agree with each other 
and not be split into groups. I beg that you be completely 
joined together by having the same kind of thinking and 
the same purpose. 
Again in Philippians 2:5 he said: ñLet this mind be in 
you that was also in Christ Jesus.ò 
 
God wanted his church to be all that was in His heart 
and mind. 

 
This same message was repeated. 

It is obvious that the message did not take effect. 
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Jesus offered 
an ultimatum 
to His Church
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By the time Jesus appeared to John on Patmos, issues, and 
moral and spiritual failure had taken root in the church. 

 
Jesus offered an ultimatum to His Church. 
Very few people like to be given ultimatums. 

He said: ñRepent or else.ò 
Jesus said: ñI will build my Church and it will be a force 
    that conquers hells strongholds.ò 
Jesus said: ñI will have a holy Church.ò 
Jesus said:ñI will have a Church that will hear the Spirit.ò 
Jesus said: ñI will have a Church that is alive.ò 
Jesus said: ñI will have a Church that is full of love.ò 
  ñI will have a church that exists in the presence of  

  the Father.ò 

His Church is full of Power and Holy Spirit. 

 

When the Prodigal came home he found what he needed 

and more.   

 He was received with Joy.     

 He was restored with honor.   

 He was cleansed and clothed.   

 He was fed and revived.     

 He was brought back and lifted up. 

 

David said: ñGod stooped down to make me great.ò 

 

Jesus was offering a parable for our understanding. 

 He is the same one that is teaching the church in 

 Revelation. 

 In Revelation, the Spirit and the Bride say come. 

 In Revelation, Jesus called the Church to return. 

 


