Cristos Victor - Christ Is Victory Sermon #1640

Faith, Part 3- Cristos Victor
(Christ is Victor)

1 John 3:8 (NIV) The reason the Son of Gagbpeare(
was to destroy the devil

In Genesis we begin to understand that there is

kingdom of darkness that has engulfed the world.

It is evident that the kingdom of darkness, led by Sat

had been in conflict with the Kingdom of God.

In the beginning, God created us to have a relationsk

with Him.

In relation to that, God wanted us to be H
representatives so that through udis will would be
done on earth as it is in heaven.

Early on, Satan turned h
When Adamand Eve rebelled and sinned against (
they surrendered the authority and power that God
given them to Satan.

From that moment the plan of God was dramaticall

impacted.

Man had been living in perfect peace and harmony
God.

Godos p e r neverc ncludpd sickness, pa
suffering, aging, and death.

These C ame as a resul {

usurping authority and rule over the world.

Satan has become the ruler of this earth.
Ephesians 2:2 (NIV) speaks of Satan asrther of the
kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work
those who are disobedient.
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The reason badhings happenin the earth are becaussd
Satan is active.
The kingdom of darkness has taken control of t
events.
The purpose of Christ coming to the world viasfold.
First, He came to bring about the salvation of man.
On a personal level, Jesus came to die for me.
Christ death on the cross accomplished much m
than our personal salvation.
Second, primariy Christ came to destroy the work
Satan.
In the Old and New Testament culturébe fundamental
world view acceptethe fact that evil existed and at tf
§ | root of it was Satan.
Believers did not wonder why God allowed a persor,
be crippled withscoliosis; they simply attributed it {
Satan.
Luke 13:1317 (NIV) On a Sabbath Jesus was teachin
one of the synagogues, and a woman was there wh
been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was
over and could not straighten up at all. When Jesus
her, he called her for oe
are set free from your |
her, and immediately she straightened up and pr
God. Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sg
the synagogue rul er s al
days for work. So come and bealed on those days, 1
on t he Sabbath. o The I
hypocrites! Doesné6t weach
ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to Qivé
water? Then should not this woman, a daughter of
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Abraham,whom Satan has kept bounfdr eighteen long
years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what b
her ?o0 Wh e n h e said t hi
humiliated, but the people were delighted with all
wonderful thirgs he was doing.

The reality of evil and the influence of Satan is not
popular idea in contemporary discussions.
Much of the Western Church has accepted
postmodern worldview that does not believe in
existence of angels, Satan, and demons.
They find it implausible that angels, Satan, an
demons are real, free agents.
They cannot believe that they are involved in f{
affairs of humans, for better or for worse.
In relation to that, evil seems implausible to ma
within our humanistic culture.
The full horror of evil can only be realized when W
begin acknowledging it on a concrete level.

The Biblical worldview has largely been lost.
While philosophers argue endlessly about how
precisely def i ne nevi | |,
understanding theeality of it.

Evil cannot be adequately grasped in a detach
neutral, abstract way.
It is known in the personal attack spiritually &
physically.
It is known in violence, rape, and murder.
It is known in person experience.
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#5

#

In the gospel of John, Jesus referréd Satan as the go
of this earth three times.

The arch enemy of God is Satan.
Paul said he is god of this age and the prince of t
power of the air.
John saidthe entire world is under the power of the e
one.

People wonder why bad things happen to good peoy
If you understand this Biblical principle, it shoulc
not be surprising.

Whatis amazing is that good things happen.

In Luke 4, Satan led Jesus up to high place and told I
that all the authority and splendor of the kingdoms
the worldwashis.

Jesus did not contest what Satan said about

authority over the kingdoms of theorld.

Satan said he would give them to Jesus if He w|

bow down and worship him.
Jesus refused to do it, because He knew that He
going to defeat Satan and take back what had b
stolen.

The world has been seized by this evil power.

The world is ina war zone.

Good and evil are in a constant battle in this world.
At one momentwe can see the glory of God and t
awful destructive force of evil.

The world is contradictory.

On one sideyou see the glory of God.

Romans 1:20Since the creationofth@or | d Go
has been clearlgeen in what He has made.
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When you look at the beauty of this world you can se

glory of God.

When you look at the intricate detail man, you can se

the glory of God.

When you look at the complexity of the human body

can see the glory of God.

On the other sideyou can see a world that is filled wit

evil.

The evil that is going on in this world is immor
dehumanizing, it isin.

The evil that happens in this world does not glorify Gg
The war in this world does not glorify God.
Terrorism does not glorify God.

The suicide bomber does not glorify God.
Millions of people killed in World War |l does n{

glorify God.

The genocidegoing on in Darfur, Sudan does 1
glorify God.

The AIDSthat is ravaging the world is not glorifyir
God.

There really is a warfare going on between God &
Satan.

z| From the beginning of His ministry, Jesus came

destroy the works of the deuvil.

Jesus farts conquering and defeating sickness, disez

and sin.
His immediate response toward the pain and suffe
of man is to go on the attack.

Never does He resign Himself to just accept things

way they are.
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#10

&l | The word that is used most often for disease in the N

Jesus has a theology of revolt against the evil that wa
the world.
Acts 10:38 (NIV) God anointed Jesus of Nazareth v
the Holy Spirit and powe
good and healing all who wentender the power of th
devil, because God was with Him.

He revealed the will of God when He started heal

people.

He revealed God by delivering those who were K

captive and abused by Satan.

He revealed the goodness of God by the m

wonderful thingsHe did.

He went about healing people and freeing them frg

Satandés oppression.

Testament is mastix.
The idea behind the word is ¥ehip, flog, plague, o
scourge.
When Jesus set people free fromisease, He wa
releasing them from the beating of Satan.
Jesus was setting the captives free.
Even death was part of the curse that came.
Death was not a part of
Jesus came to this earth for a broad reason.
He came to set captives fe
He came to defeat sin.
He came to defeat death.
He came to end the war.
Jesus came in a military endeavor to defeat.
1 John 3:8 (NIV) The reason the Son of God appes

was to destroy the devil
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#11

John 12:31 NIV Now is the time for judgment on th
world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.
Hebrews 2:14he came to destroy him who holds
power of death that isthe deuvil.
1 Corinthians 15: 25says He must reign until he has
all His enemies under His feet.
Colossians 2:191e disarmed the powers and authorit
He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing ¢
them by the cross.
Jesus came as an act of wagainst Satan and hi
kingdom.
We need to see the broad reasonf@hr i st 0s
this world.
Jesus did nofust come into the world taConquer our
individual sins, He came to Conguer sin itself.
He came to destroy the principality and pow
behind all sin.
He did not just come to heal our sick bodies; |
came to conquer the power that makes us sick.
He came to destroy the principalities and pow
that breed oppression.
He did notjust come to give liberty to captives; H
came to leactaptivity captive.
He came to make this earth His kingdom.

Matthew 12:2830 NIV If | drive out demons by th
Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come u
y ou. nNOr agai n, how can
house and carry off his possessions wles first ties uj
the strong man? Then he
not with me is against me, and he who does not g
with me scatters.
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