We Beheld His Glory Sermon # 1651
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In the beginning was the Word, and

Christ Revealed - Part 5, We Beheld His Glory

John 1:1-4 NIV In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning. Through him all things were made;
without him nothing was made that has been made. In
him was life, and that life was the light of men.

John 1:14 NIV The Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of
the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth.

John 1:51 NIV He then added, “I tell you the truth, you
shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending
and descending on the Son of Man.”

We Beheld His Glory!
What is the glory of God?
Much is said about the glory of God in the Bible.
Listen to what the Psalmists have said.

Psalm 19:1 NKJV The heavens declare the glory of God;
And the firmament shows His handiwork.

Psalm 29:3 NKJV The voice of the Lord is over the
waters; The God of glory thunders; The Lord is over
many waters.

Psalm 57:5 NKJV Be exalted, O God, above the heavens;
Let Your glory be above all the earth.

Psalm 57:11 NKJV Be exalted, O God, above the
heavens; Let Your glory be above all the earth.
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Psaim 79:9 NKJV
Help us, O God of our salvation

for our glory, which none of
had they known, they would not

have crucified the Lord of giory.

Psalm 79:9 NKJV Help us, O God of our salvation, For
the glory of Your name; And deliver us, and provide
atonement for our sins, For Your name’s sake!

Psalm 108:5 NKJV Be exalted, O God, above the
heavens, And Your glory above all the earth;

Psalm 72:19 NKJV And blessed be His glorious name
forever! And let the whole earth be filled with His glory.
Amen and Amen.

Psalm 76:4 NKJV You are more glorious and excellent
Than the mountains of prey.

Psalm 111:3 NKJV His work is honorable and glorious,
And His righteousness endures forever.

Psalm 145:5 NKJV | will meditate on the glorious
splendor of Your majesty, And on Your wondrous works.

So what have we learned of His glory?
His glory has been revealed by His works.
His glory is associated with His majesty, and His Name.

1 Corinthians 2:7-15 NKJV But we speak the wisdom of
God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained
before the ages for our glory, which none of the rulers of
this age knew; for had they known, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory.

But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor
have entered into the heart of man The things which God
has prepared for those who love Him.” But God has
revealed them to us through His Spirit.
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13 For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of
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yes, the deep things of
God. For what man knows the

=== | spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows
the things of God except the Spirit of God.

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things
that have been freely given to us by God. These things we
also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but
which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things
with spiritual.

But the natural man does not receive the things of the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he
who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly
judged by no one.

We beheld His glory.

The idea of His glory conveys the Image, Character, and
Spirituality of the Father.
John was not saying we saw something that was like the
Glory of God the Father, or something that was befitting
or appropriate of God the Father.

He was saying what we saw was the glory that belongs

to the Father.

So what was it they saw?

According to what we have learned from Paul In
Corinthians, the glory of the Lord can only be
recognized by Holy Spirit quickened sight.

The natural man cannot see or know the things of God.
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The glory of surpassing grace, love, tenderness, wisdom,
purity, spirituality; majesty, meekness, richness, poverty,
power, and weakness, meet together in Him.
In John 5:36-37 NIV “I have testimony weightier than
that of John. For the very work that the Father has given
me to finish, and which | am doing, testifies that the
Father has sent me. And the Father who sent me has
himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his
voice nor seen his form,
John 14:10 NIV Don’t you believe that I am in the
Father, and that the Father is in me? The words | say to
you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in
me, who is doing his work.

Jesus is addressing two wonderful facts.

First, Independent of any miracles which He did, His
words were full of grace, glory, and power.

John 7:46 NIV “No one ever spoke the way this man
does,” the guards declared.

John 8:30 NIV Even as he spoke, many put their faith in
him.

Second, Jesus indicated that His works were on a higher
level; they were the works of the Father.

John 10:37-38 NIV Do not believe me unless | do what
my Father does. But if | do it, even though you do not
believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know and
understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.”

Does the Lord’s work give a manifestation of God’s

glory?
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If there was any doubt about who Jesus was, His

works should remove them.

His works were not designed to merely aid weak faith.
Jesus said: “Believe the miracles, that you may know
and understand that the Father is in me, and | in the
Father.”

Immediately Jesus went back across the Jordan River.
He stayed there and many people came to and believed
in Jesus.

This appears to be a retreat from the conflict.

But, Jesus has something great in mind.

John 11 is coming up.
What is the major story in John 117
John 11 gives us the story of the death of Lazarus of
Bethany.
Jesus is on retreat on the other side of Jordan.
Lazarus is sick unto death.
Ultimately, Lazarus is dead and has been laid in the
tomb.
The funeral service has taken place and people are still
lingering to comfort Martha and Mary.

Look at John 11: 17-43.

It is a lengthy story.

There are several things that are going on.
If we are not careful, we will miss the reason for the
story.
Jesus was concerned about Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.
He loved them.
However, something much greater is going on here.
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Jesus is going to reveal His power and the glory of God.

We are familiar with this story.

Why did Jesus delay to go to Bethany?

John 11:14-15 NIV So then he told them plainly,
“Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”

When Jesus arrived at Martha and Mary’s house what
were the first words that He spoke to them?
John 11:23 NIV Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.”
All they could think about was their theological
eschatology.
They were anticipating seeing him in the last day.
What did Jesus say to them?
John 11:25-26 NIV Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live,
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in
me will never die. Do you believe this?”
Martha said she knew that He was the Christ, the Son of
God.
Next, we see the humanity of Christ demonstrated in
His love and grief.
This is not the reason He delayed or the reason He
came.
Before we finish this about Lazarus go to
John 1:14 NIV The Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of
the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth.
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Now look at John 11:38-44.

John 11:38-40 NIV Jesus, once more deeply moved,
came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across
the entrance.

“Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha,
the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad
odor, for he has been there four days.” Then Jesus said,

“Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the
glory of God?”

You would see the glory of God?

What does this mean?
Jesus does not say those exact words
commentary.
John 11:23 NIV Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.”
John 11:25-26 NIV Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live,
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in
me will never die. Do you believe this?”
What is Jesus doing in this story?

He is revealing the glory of God.

He is doing something man cannot do.

You will see the glory of God.
What did they see?

Lazarus was raised from the dead.
What was that?

In this

John 11:4 NIV When he heard this, Jesus said, “This
sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so
that God’s Son may be glorified through it.”
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It was a work of God’s almightiness.
Why does the restoration of life seem hopeless in the
presence of the Resurrection and the Life?
God was on the scene.

Mark 9:23 NKJV Jesus said to him, “If you can believe,
all things are possible to him who believes.”

How did Jesus achieve this miracle?

Did He strain to cause this to happen?

Was it difficult for Him to achieve?
He prayed; not for what He wanted, but for the
manifestation of what He had.

John 11:41-42 NIV So they took away the stone. Then
Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you
have heard me. | knew that you always hear me, but | said
this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they
may believe that you sent me.”

Jesus was acutely aware of who He was, what power He
possessed, and what He could do.

Now they were exposed to His glory.
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