Sermon # 1669

Christ Revealed - Part 18
The Portrait of Christ’s JOy

How can we verify or affirm the joy that Christ possessed?
| In “The Applause of Heaven”, (Word Publishing, 1996, p. 6-8)
Max Lucado writes of a certain King:

“No man had more reason to be miserable than this one-
yet no man was more joyful. His first home was a palace.
Servants were at his fingertips. The snap of his fingers
changed the course of history. His name was known and
loved. He had everything: wealth, power, respect.

And then he had nothing. Students of the event still
ponder it. Historians stumble as they attempt to explain it.
How could a king lose everything in one instant? One
moment he was royalty; the next he was in poverty. His bed
became, at best, a borrowed pallet-and usually the hard
earth. He never owned even the most basic mode of
transportation and was dependent upon handouts for his
income. He was sometimes so hungry he would eat raw
grain or pick fruit off a tree. He knew what it was like to be
rained on, to be cold. He knew what it meant to have no
home. His palace grounds had been spotless; now he was
exposed to filth. He had never known disease, but was now
surrounded by illness. In his kingdom he had been revered;
now he was ridiculed. His neighbors tried to lynch him.
Some called him a lunatic. His family tried to confine him
to their house.

Those who didn’t ridicule him tried to use him. They
wanted favors. They wanted tricks. He was a novelty. They
wanted to be seen with him-that is, until being with him was
out of fashion. Then they wanted to kill him. He was
accused of a crime he never committed. Witnesses were
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hired to lie. The jury was rigged. No lawyer was assigned to
his defense. A judge swayed by politics handed down the
death penalty. They killed him.

He left as he came-penniless. He was buried in a
borrowed grave, his funeral financed by compassionate
friends. Though he once had everything, he died with
nothing.

He should have been miserable. He should have been
bitter. He had every right to be a pot of boiling anger. But
he wasn’t. He was joyful. Sourpusses don’t attract a
following. People followed him wherever he went. Children
avoid soreheads. Children scampered after this man.
Crowds don’t gather to listen to the woeful. Crowds
clamored to hear him. Why? He was joyful. He was joyful
when he was poor. He was joyful when he was abandoned.
He was joyful when he was betrayed. He was even joyful as
he hung on a tool of torture, his hands pierced with six-inch
Roman spikes.

Jesus embodied a stubborn joy. A joy that refused to
bend in the wind of hard times. A joy that held its ground
against pain. A joy whose roots extended deep into the
bedrock of eternity.

John 15:9-17 NIV “As the Father has loved Me, so have |

loved you. Now remain in My love. If you obey My
commands, you will remain in My love, just as | have
obeyed My Father’s commands and remain in His love.

| have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that

| | your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each

other as | have loved you. Greater love has no one than this,
that he lay down his life for his friends.
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| The Lord tells us two things about joy.
First, He has joy.
Second, He wants you to have His joy, so that your joy
may be complete.
What is joy?
|Merriam-We b st er Onl i ne Di cti

#=7 || evoked by well-being, success, or good fortune or by the

prospect of possessing wh
| believe that what constitutes the joy that Jesus has is
something more than this.

=1 |Joy is the proof that what we have really satisfies the

heart.
True joy is realized when it continues to be strong even
when the circumstances of life are not constantly great.
Joy, that remains, must have a basis that transcends the
circumstances of life.

True joy comes from the knowledge of unconditional love.

1 John 15:9-10 NASB95 ““Just as the Father has loved Me, 1

2| | have also loved you; abide in My love. “If you keep My

commandments, you will abide in My love; just as | have
kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.”

Think about these words: “as the Father has loved Me.”
Jesus made it clear that He lived in, enjoyed, and knew
the love of the Father.

He never doubted the love of the Father.
Jesus could depend on the Father’s love.
1 John 4:16 tells us: “God is love.”

= | Jesus knew the unchangeable character of God’s love.

He knew that it was impossible for the Father to stop
loving Him.
He had personally experienced the wealth of God’s love.
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His commission and anointing to come to this earth was a
response of the love of the Father.

Not only did Jesus know the eternal value of God’s love,
He also knew the joy of abiding in God’s love.

== | | 1 John 4:16-17 NASB95 We have come to know and have

believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the
one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in
him. By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have
confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also
are we in this world.
When our lives are governed by love toward God, our
joy will be complete.
| Deuteronomy 7:9 NASB95 “Know therefore that the LORD
your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps His
covenant and His lovingkindness to a thousandth generation
with those who love Him and keep His commandments”

In John 15, Jesus was encouraging His disciples to walk
in obedience to the will of God, so that nothing would
impede their enjoyment of the Father’s love.

Think about this in relation to Jesus’ life.
Hebrews 12:1-2 NASB95 Therefore, since we have so great
a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside
every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us,
and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,

= | fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith,
<1|who for the joy set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God.

Page 4 of 7




Sermon # 1669

The consequences of the things that Jesus was to suffer
could not deter or destroy His joy.
His joy was secure because He knew that the reward of the
Father was forthcoming.
He endured suffering by looking at the joy that was
coming.
He knew that every attack of the enemy would be
defeated.
He knew that He was going to triumph over every
sickness, sorrow, and sin.
He knew that He was going to lead us in triumph.
The fruit of this is joy.

He knew that nothing could separate Him from the love of
the Father.
His joy was secure because He knew the love of the
Father could not be changed.

Where did Jesus find His Own deep joy?
His joy was found and maintained in a constant
communion with God His Father.
Jesus wanted His disciples to have the joy that comes
from dependence upon Him.
He wanted His joy to be their joy.
Jesus knew that the pathway to real joy was filled with
God in one’s life.
Abiding in Christ and keeping His commandments leads
to fullness of joy.
| Listen to what Hebrews says about the joy of the Lord:

|| Hebrews 1:8-9 NIV But about the Son he says, “Your

throne, O God, will last forever and ever, and righteousness
will be the scepter of your kingdom.
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You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;

=== || therefore God, your God, has set you above your

companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.”

The Lord Jesus was anointed with the oil of joy.
What is the oil of joy?
Oil is associated with the Holy Spirit.

“1/John 3:34 NLT For He is sent by God. He speaks God’s

S22 | \words, for God gives Him the Spirit without limit.

#19

Jesus is the Anointed of God, christoi Theou.

He is the Messiah, the Christ - ho Christos.

The Holy Spirit was upon Him with a greater portion

than any other.
Listen to this:

If the Holy Spirit was upon Jesus with a greater portion

than any other, and

If Jesus maintained close relations with the Father, and

If He walked in perfect obedience to the Father’s will,
Then it would be natural for the fruit of the Spirit to be
manifested in His life in a greater portion.

'|Romans 14:17 NASB95 for the kingdom of God is not

eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in
the Holy Spirit.
Jesus walked and lived in the joy of the Holy Spirit.
The Lord’s joy was full.
We may not fully know or understand the victory that lies
ahead.
We may not fully understand the extent of the Father’s love.
Jesus has opened the pathway for us to experience the
love and joy that He possessed.
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He knew that the transient troubles and sorrows of this life
were fading.
He was taking all of the steps that were ordered by God, to
alleviate the many things that steal, kill, and destroy our joy.
As Jesus the Christ faced every sickness and burden that had
been brought on man, by the curse, He knew the joy that
was coming.
It dramatically impacts your attitude when you know the
outcome.

Jesus was commissioned by the Father to bring peace,

joy, hope, and love to the world.

He was the hope of all the ages.

He came to deliver the oppressed and set captives free.

He came as a healer and restorer.

When faced with opposition, Jesus knew that He would

gain the victory, and conquer every foe.
This is more than a winning attitude.
This was more than a positive outlook on life.

Jesus had seen and knew the heart of the Father.

He had already looked at the end of the story.
Hebrews 2:10-11 NASB95 For it was fitting for Him, for
whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in
bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their
salvation through sufferings.
For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are
all from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to
call them brethren,
Hebrews 9:28 NASB95 so Christ also, having been offered
once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for
salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly
await Him.
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