Sermon # 1673

Christ Revealed Part 21
The Por tr akFathfumdss Chr |
Galatians 5:22 NIVBut the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

|| Faithfulness may mean trust in God, confidence in our
oo | Tellow Christians, fidelity, or reliability.

Faithfulness (pistis) is the quality which renders a person
trustworthy or reliable

The fruit of the Spirit is the character of Christlikeness
that the Holy Spirit produces in us.

The Character of Christ is first demonstrated in Christ and
then replicated in the lives of believers.

Faith or faithfulness is an indispensible character trait of
the believer.

2 Peter 1:17 NASB951iTo those who have received a
faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our
God and Savior, Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be
multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus
our Lord;

seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything
pertaining to life and godliness, through the true
knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and
excellence.

For by these He has granted to us His precious and
magnificent promises, so that by them you may become
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world by lust.
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#6 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in
fo {|your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral
excellence, knowledge, and in your knowledge, self-
control,
|and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your
perseverance, godliness, and in your godliness, brotherly
kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.
Peter is defining faithfulness in terms that depict t
character of Christ.
We have been observin
demonstrated in the fruit of the Spirit.
Hebrews 6:1112 NASB95i éeach one of you [must]
show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance
of hope until the end, so that you will not be sluggish, but
imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit
the promises.o

Peter and Paul have outlined the value of faithfulness.
Their strong desire was that true believers show the
same diligence of faithfulness.

Faithfulness describes God in His relanships with

believers.

| Deuteronomy 7:9 NIV Know therefore that the LORD

your God is God; He is the faithful God, keeping His

covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who
love Him and keep His commands.
How faithful is God?
He keeps His word.

#10 — | Lamentations 3:2223 NIV Because of the LORDO s ¢

===t love we are not consumed, for His compassions never

. ll/fail. They are new every morning; great is Your

faithfulness.
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Psalm 89:12 NIV | wi | | sing of
forever; with my mouth | will make your faithfulness
known through all generations. | will declare that your
love stands firm forever, that you established your
faithfulness in heaven itself.

Psalm 89:58 NIV The heavens praise your wonders, O
Lord, your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy
ones. For who in the skies above can compare with the
Lord? Who is like the Lord among the heavenly beings?

He is evaluating the faithfulness of God.

In the council of the holy ones God is greatly feared; he
IS more awesome than all who surround him. O Lord God
Almighty, who is like you? You are mighty, O Lord, and
your faithfulness surrounds you.

Psalm 89:14 NIV Righteousness and justice are the
foundation of your throne; love and faithfulness go before
you.

Psalm 89:3334 NIV | will not take my love from him,
nor will I ever betray my faithfulness. 1 will not violate
my covenant or alter what my lips have uttered.

|t 1 s not surprising tha
belongs to the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus waslothed with faithfulness.
Isaiah 11:5 NIV Righteousness will be His belt and
faithfulness the sash around His waist.
He is seen wearing faithfulness as a belt.
He is called the Faithful One.

Revelation 19:11 NIVI saw heaven standing open and
there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called
Faithful and True. With justice He judges and makes war.
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#18

(John 5:1619 NIV So, because Jesus was doing these

He is the faithful Witness
Revelation 1:5 NIV Jesus Christ, who is the faithful
witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the
kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and has freed us
from our sins by His blood,

He is the Faithful High Priest
Hebrews 2:17 NIVFor this reason He had to be made
like His brothers in every way, in order that He might
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to
God, and that He might make atonement for the sins of
the people.
Hebrews 3:2 NIV He was faithful to the one who
appointed hi m, j ust as
house.

things on the Sabbath, the Jews persecuted him. Jesus said
to them, n My Fat her I s al way 9
day, and |, too, am wor Kk
For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him;
not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even
calling God his own Father, making himself equal with
God.
Jesus gave them thisanswer:n | t el | you
can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees
his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the
Son also does.
Lookatt he portrait of. Chri s
First, He was obedient t
Jesus was so entirely devoted and obedient to His
Fat her s wil | .
He refused to do anything contrary to His Father.
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He was faithful even when it hurt.
Jesus referred to this often.
He was obedient, even to the death of the cross.
SecondHewaso bser vant of Hi s
He refused to do anything that He did not see the
Father do.
What Jesus did throughout His incarnation was the exact
transcript or counterpart of what the Father did.
Whatever the Father designed, determined, planned
purposed in His eternal counsels, Jesus did.
Jesus did not fail in anything that the Father planned.
When God formed the plan of our redemption in His
eternal counsel and settled those measures, Jesus
Christ faithfully did.
Of Moses it is said that é did all according to the
pattern shown him in the mount.
Christos faithfulness wae
that He sees the Father do, present tense.
The portraitofJess 6 f ai t hf ul ness
presentobedience to what He sees thather do.

=== 1| Third, He is equal with the Father in working.

““1 | Whatever the Father does the Son likewise does.
He did the same things, in the same manner, with
same authority, liberty, wisdom, energy, and capa
or power to produce a desired effect.

Jesus did this to the extent that He said whoever has

me work has seen the work of the Father.

% 2 Timothy 2:13 NASB93f we are faithless, He remains

st | faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.
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The portrait of Chri st 034
Lordship or power, and His Servanthood or suffering.
Look at this in relation to His ministry.

Luke 41819 NIVA The Spirit of

4 | because he has anointed me to preach good news to the
4 |poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the
oppressed,t o procl aim the yeal

Watch the life of Jesus.
See His miracles.
Observe His power and His majesty.
Notice His sinless life.
Pay attention to His obedience.
Listen to His Words.

You will see His faithfulness.
You will see His faithfulness to the Father.
You wi | | see Hi s faithfu
You will see His obedience to the mind of the Spirit.

This faithfulness is our model.

Page 6 of 6



