Sermon #685

#6

Prepare a way for the Lord
More than ever before we need the Lord.

Isaiah 139 dealt predominantly withthe burdens o
judgment against disobedis®
Isaiah 40 is a transition that begins paving the way
people to come back to God.

Isaiah 40:1-5 (NIV) Comfort, comfort my people, sa
your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclai
her that her hard service has been completed, that h
has been paid for, that she has received fronL tirD0
hand double for all her sins.

A voice of one <call i ngfor
the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a highway
our God.

Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and
made low; the rough ground shall become level,
rugged places a plain.

And the glory of theLoRD will be revealed, and a
mankind together will see it. For the mouth of therD
has spoken. o

This isG o dmessage for the redeemed of the Lord.

God wants you to know that from His hand has co
double for all your sins.
From the Lord Hand
Goddos hand i s strong t
So.Dmot be afraid
He is able to save and deliver.
No weapon that isofmed against you will prosper.
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God shall do this Himself.
Salvation is from the Lord.
He knows how to deliver His people.

|saiah said: the Lord is coming.
Too | ong Godds peopl e
God was telling Isaiah the day of deliverance has com

The price for sinshas been paid.

The Lord has disposed of the debt.

Dondot think for a moment
in full.

From the Lordbs strong h
ADouble for al/l '

It is after this that God saysi Pr epar e a
Lord. o

What does it mean to prepare a way for Almighty God
Canot God go where He
He wants to do?
So, why pave a way for God?

Isaiah 40:35 (NASB95)A v oi ce i s 4
way for theLORD in the wilderness; Make smooth in
desert a highway for our
up, And every mountain and hill be made low;

#10 And let the rough ground become a plain, And the rug
terrain a broad valley; Then the glory of therD will be
revealed, And all flesh will seié together; For the moulf
oftheLorRbhas spoken. 0o
God wants us to remove evasigstruction
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#11

#12

#13

#15

Remove anything that stands in the way.
Remove anything that malsgprogress difficult.

Isaiah 40:1311 (NIV) See, the SovereighORD comes
with power, and I arm rules foHim. See His reward is
with Him, and Hs recomgnse accompani¢im.

Do you see that it is all about HIm?
He is coming to His people.
He is coming in power.
He is coming to rule.
He is coming to reward.
He is coming to recompense, repair, compensate

Isaiah 40:11 (NIV) He tendsHis flock like ashepherd
He gathers the lambs His arms and carries them ofc
to His heart;He gently leads those that have young.

No one can do what the Lord can do!
He is coming to His people like a shepherd.
He is going to gather them close to His heart.
He isable to repair the damage.
He is able to restore.
He is able to do it.
Isaiah 40:12 (NIV) Who has measured the waters in
hollow of His hand, or with the breadth of His heé
marked off the heavens? Who has held the dust o
earth in a basket, or wghed the mountains on the sca
and the hills in a balance?
How great is our God to save!
He is mighty todeliver His people.
His greatness is incomprehensible.
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The next few verses tell u® not try and reason thg
mind, methods, or ways of the Lord.

We are supposed to prepare a way for the Lord.
God is coming to us.
Get ready for God to help you.
D o nsayt God is not interested in me.
Dondt say there are too
Dondt say God is not abl
Now is not the time to give up.

#16

Isaiah 40:2831 (NIV) Do you not know? Have you n
heard? TheLORD is the everlasting God, the Creator
the ends of the earth. He ot grow tired or weary, an
#17 his understanding no one can fathom.
He gives strength to the weary and increases the pov
the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and Yy«
men stumble and fall; but those who hope in tloRD
will renew their stregth.

#18 They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.
#19 You are not going to make it on your own.

You need to prepare a way for God to come in.
He is ready to come with double for your sins.
He is ready to come with a strong arm to deliver.
He is ready.

Will you removeevery obstructiofd

Will you get ready for God to come to your aid?

He is coming and His hands are full.
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