Sermon # 1689

#1 Come Josea to God
« | God has always wanted a closdationship with us.

Throughout history man has followed paths that have
gone away from God.

We dondét want to spend
have gone astray.

49 Let 6s find the path th
== 7 | Step One

s | JAMES 4:710 NLT So humble yourselves before God.
What does this mean?

. Humble yourselves before God.

smmesent | The word is hupotasso ( © @ U Y)é il is primarily a

military term. It refers to being under the authority of
another, being subject to, or subdued.
Humble your®lves before God.

Philippians 3:21 NIVwho, by the power that enables him to
bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly
bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

The New Living Translation refers to this agisurrender
to Godo
Surrender to His authority over your life.
AHumbl e gbareelGbddbo
. | Step Twe
sfEss | James 4:710 NLT So humble yourselves before God.
~ | Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

o anthistemie 3 d a 0) U th sebagainst or cause to stand
“grzz | against.
This is specific action that must be taken.
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We must take specific action against what is evil.
We cannot become passive in our stand.
Resist the devil, and heill flee from you.

Step Three

James 4:710 NLT So humble yourselves before God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come close ft«
God, and God will come close to you.
Come close to Ged

Engizo(€2 O a wtoyraw) near, to approach
This refersto a place, positionspaceor time.
To come close to God requires personal, purpost
pursuit.
Draw near.
Come close.
woweew Exodus 35 (NIV) A Do not come any
ATake off your sandal s,
"“"lstanding Is holy ground.
God told Moses, you have come as close as you can.
He was on holy ground with God.
We can draw closer than we are.
James says: fDraw closer...0

Step Four
James 4:710 NLT So humble yourselves before God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come close to
God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands
you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty
divided between God and the world.
This is a process of cleansing.
This is not ceremonial cleansing of the body.

The hands refer to actions.
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#11

#12

The heart represents motives and desires.
To come close to God our motives and actions mus
be doubleminded.

Step Five

James 4:710 NLT Let there be tears for what you have
done. Let there be sorrow and deep grief. Let there be
sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of joy.
God is not interested in insincere religious activity.
God will come close to us when sin and sinfulng
becomesomething we lament, mourn, and weep over

What is your attitude about your actions and activities?
We should mourn over sinfulness, powerlessness,
coldness, and barrenness.

We should weep over formalism, and spiritual
emptiness.

Step Six
James 4:710 NLT Humble yourselves before the Lord,
and he will lift you up in honor.
God wants us to recognize that He is holy, powerful, and
good.

He is great and wonderful.

The word humble tapeinoo tapi-nc'-o ( T a 1T e I-

means to bring to the ground.
The idea is to recognize His greatness, and our need.
We must learn to take our place at His feet.
Some may feel so unworthy to come to God, and so they
recoil and stay distant.
Listen to Hebrews 10:22
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Hebrews 10:22 NLTlet us go right into the presence of
God with sincere hearts fully trusting him. For our guilty
consciences have been s
make us clean, and our bodies have been washed with
pure water.

You can come closer to God!
The Hood of Christ has given us access to God.
You can come closer.
My heart and soul is ingry for more of God.
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